S MART

Scenic Manistee Area Recreation Trails

Friends of SMARTrails
Board Meeting Minutes
May 11, 2026
Benzie Manistee Snowbirds Club
6:00 PM

Board Members Present: Linda Cudney, Secretary; Jacque Erdman, Treasurer; Claire Richard; Mark Coe;
Dave Myers; Bonnie Brown.

Board Members Absent: Rob Carson, Zachary Pawlowski.

Guests: Scott Slavin, DNR Trail Specialist; Sara Herberger, (MCCF); Robert Schulke, Manistee County
Recreation Commission, Cindy Pons.

L.

IT1.

I11.

Call to Order Meeting called to order by Jacque Erdman at 6:01 PM, in the absence of the
chair and vice-chair. (Thank you Jacque).

Consent Agenda It was motioned and supported to accept the consent agenda. AIF. Motion
carried.

1.

April 13, 2026 Board Minutes:

Motioned by Claire, supported by Bonnie to accept the minutes from the April 13, 2026
meeting. AIF. Motion Carried.

Treasurers Report and Payment of Bills:

Jacque furnished Treasurers report. MCCF account shows total balance of $4,532.36, Filer
Credit Union Account shows $4,247.85 and FCU share account balance is $24.20. Total
balance is $8,814.16. The hosting charge automatically comes out monthly for $20.00.
Motioned by Linda, supported by Mark to accept the Treasurers report. AIF. Motion
carried.

New Business :

1.

Scott Slavin Discussion and Questions:

The Trail from Thompsonville is called: The trail is part of the Betsie Valley Trail
all the way to Viaduct Road in Cleon Township so possibly “Betsie Valley Trail East”. The
trail from Viaduct east is not part of the Betsie Valley Trail.

Signs on the Trail from Thompsonville to Copemish to deter ORV Riders:
Scott will check into this for the signs.

Gates put up after Snowmobile season: Scott suggested gates like the ones from
Kaleva to Chief.

Can SMART be a steward of the Trail: Yes, SMART could be a steward of the



trails, but DNR would welcome agreements with Townships, etc.

In the Trail from T’Ville to Kaleva, is there a viable trail for the Forest
Service Roads: Scott stated PA 288 DNR map shows every forest road. Matt Edison
oversees the Forest Roads and is the Forest Unit Supervisor for Manistee, Benzie, Grand
Traverse, Kalkaska and Leelanau Counties. Scott suggested to send him comments and or
letter on our concerns (plus Scott too). He can be contacted at the Traverse City Office. There
will need to be a review process to close the Forest Roads.

Suggestions on how to get SMART recognized as a trail entity in Manistee
County: Scott suggested we communicate with the Management Council for the Betsie
Valley Trail as they have the Friends of Betsie Valley Trail and the Management Council.
Each has their own responsibilities.

Questions on initiating the trail from Thompsonville to Chief: Scott
suggested to initiate the whole trail and then do Phase 1, Phase 2, Phase 3, etc. Beginning
with planning and engineering. The “Trail Development Proposal” for non motorized trails
was discussed and Mark volunteered to fill out the form (Thank you Mark). Linda will send a
copy to board members so they will know what it entails.

List of Festivals in Manistee County:
Linda made copies but did not bring them, but will send to all.

Old Business

1.

Ribbon Cutting to trail, trailhead and bridge over Bear Creek:

Discussion on postponing the Ribbon Cutting which was going to be June 6, 2026. . The
proposed “Ribbon Cutting” will now be Saturday, August 15, 2026 at 11:00 AM. The
Chamber of Commerce has a ribbon and the big scissors that we probably can borrow.

Invitations and list of proposed invitees:
The list was discussed and added to. Claire will work on the list. (Thank you, Claire).

. Little River Golf Outing

Rob filled out the “Charity/Sponsorship Application” and sent it on, so he will probably be
notified and let us know. The deadline for applications was April 30, 2026. The outing will
be Friday, July 10, 2026 at Manistee National.

. Trail Flip Chart of Manistee County Trails

Work in progress.

. Reports from other Trail Entities

Mark reported that the Snowbirds received the grant from MCCF for the mower and 3 point
attachment that can be put on the tractor and used to clean up trails. Dirtbirds are having a
Blessing of the O.R.V’s on June 6 at Ellens Corners in Mesick. Dirtbirds are hosting a
MISORVA ride on June 6, 2026. Mark passed out a Benzie/Manistee 2026 updated “Scenic
ORV Map”. Mark also reported our bridge over Bear Creek helpd up great during the
raining and flooding. Claire reported that Shoreline Cycling and Manistee Cross County Ski
Council met to discuss forming one group from the 2 groups.

Tribal Discussion:
Tabled but not forgotten. The tribe has reported that they eager to support biking and
snowmobile trails.

Onekama Area Community Activities Open House May 30, 2026 t the Onekama
School Cafeteria: The Manistee County Recreation Commission would like to share a
table with SMART. Claire, Bonnie and Jacque all volunteered to be there and take rack
cards, maps and branded promotional items (koozies, stickers and magnets).

Other Business



1. Recreation Commission Update
Scott Slavin spoke via Zoom to the Recreation Commission to discuss future trail
development and next steps for planning, and also maintenance agreements, forestry and
logging operations. Also, there was discussion on the gap between Kaleva and Chief where
ownership and roadway limitations remain obstacles. Katie Gruenberg also updated the
Commission on the Village of Kaleva trailhead project. Updating the Recreation maps was
discussed also.

VI. Board Members Comments/Correspondence
1. Robert Schulke reported that the Big Bear Sportsman’s Club hosted the Iron Fish Kentucky
Derby Day last year and that Iron Fish would like to have a trail to Iron Fish, possibly from
Crystal Mountain to Iron Fish or from a trail in Manistee County. Something to look into,
as Iron Fish is in Manistee County and Crystal Mountain is in Benzie County.
VII. Adjourn. Motioned and supported to adjourn at 7:57 PM.

Next meeting on Monday, June 8, 2026 in Kaleva at the Benzie Manistee Snowbirds Club
at 14121 Industrial Drive, Kaleva.

Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by:

Linda Cudney, Secretary






